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. Everal of my worthy Friends fad Pa- 


riſhioners, for whoſe Judgment F hare 
22 the greateſſ Regard, ' being of Opinipn tit 


the following Diſcourſe might. be of ſerrick g 
i if made Püblic; I have complied with their 
repeated Requeſts, and delivered it to the 

World. If it be found uſeful in the leaſt De- 

gree to the Cauſe of * Chriſtianity, I have m 


* Rewardi And I] pray God to make it ſo, that 
y his Glory may ore nd more abdund in our 
Land; that Numbers may be added to his 
+» Church daily; and that we his People may 

| 4 be fo filled with his Love and Praiſes, as to 


enjoy, in the ſincere Profeſſion of the : Goſpel 
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and he {faith unto him, Outef bee Mourk 
F vill 1 Judge * thou W 


O UR Saviour i in this chapter”) ig. compar- 5 

| "= ing t the Goſpel-kingdom to a certain * 

4 nobleman, who gave gifts to Teveral of his 44 

1 ſervants, wherewith they might trade till 4 

1 his return to take an exact account of theie 2 
improvements. Occupy fill Tr come Js St. Mat- ; 


thew ſpeaks of ten talents delivered to one, 
five to another, and ſo on on : St, Luke informs 
us, that he gave the fame to cach, one pound. 
Which they improved differently ; z the firſt: © 
gaining ten pounds with it, {Lord thy faund „1 
hath gained ten pounds, the ſecond, five: and Ml 
they were rewarded according to their ſeveral | 
| Improvements. But another came, we are 
told, ſaying, Lord, here is thy pound which 1 1 
have kept laid up in a napkin : for 1 feared thee, 
' becauſe thou art an auſtere nan; thou takefl 85 
lat thou laidft not down, and reapeſt that thou 
T, gt * did not ſow, And bis! lord faid unto him, + 
= 8 . of thine on mouth wot T judge thee, thou * 
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le ſervant. Thy own confeſſion ſhall be 


thy condemnation, which, whether it be true 


or falſe in fact, matters little; - thou haſt ſaid, 
and thy own words ſhall judge thee, Thou 


neweſt that I was an auſtere man, taking u 


that I laid not down, and reaping that I did nct 
fow, —Wherefore then gaveſt not thou my morey 


into the bank, that at my coming 1 might have 
required mine own with uſury? * If thou 
kneweſt, as thou haſt confeſſed, that I was 
this auſtere and hard maſter, why didſt thou 
not uſe all thy endeavours to approve thyſelf 
in my ſight ; ſince thou muſt be well aſſured, 

that ſo auſtere and hard a maſter couldnever | 
be pleaſed or ſatisfied with an idle and e un- 


e ſervant?” 


Thus the ſervant from his own TAS was 


| condemned: and thus will God judg; eandcon- 


demn from their own words and e 


all thoſe ſinful profeſſors of Chrift's religion, 
"who bear the ſacred name of Chritiens ; who 
are baptiſed with that holy baptiſm ; who 
there have received from him the precious 
gift of the holy Spirit, which they have ſuf- 
fered to remain buried in their Hearts; Who 
take that holy name of Te ſus into their lips, | 
but never conform to his divine example in . 
From their own lives and Wen 
feſſions will he condemn ſuch ; 2nd „bat 5 
condemnation gan bet more bitter and! ſeverg, . 
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What will aggravate our pangs and tortures in 
eternal woe more than the reflection, that we 

have been our own judges, that we have con- 

demned ourſelves to this place of torments? 


We eſpecially, of the church of England, 


ſhall above all others be thus ſelf- condemned, 
if our lives be not agreeable to the doctrine of 
Chriſt, if our talent be wrapped up in ainaphin, 
if we do not improve the precjous gift be- 
ſtoved upon us, and live in that faith and 


holineſs, which we profeſs, and for which we 


continually pray. For think, what egregious 
mockery of God it is, in*ſolemn; proftration 
to bend ourſelves before his throne, and, with 
united voice, to aſk for graces and virtues, 
5 which, - we never . ſo we never frivp 


- a8 {et this matter in the cleareſt light . 
fore your eyes, and ſo (if it pleaſe the al- 
mighty Giver of all good gifts) to ſtir up thoſe, 
who in words profeſs, but in deeds deny, the 
5 religion of Chiriſt, to a ſerious thought of the 
imminent danger of ſuch a ſelf. judging, ſelf- 
| condemning ſtate, I propoſe, in the follow- 


ing diſcourſe, to exact ſome fow of thoſe 


paſſages from the Liturgy of our church, 

wherein we all confeſs, in prayer, our want 
7 deſire of the pardon and peace to be oh- 
tained by Feſus Chrsft ; and if the extradts o- 
N me to be ſomewhat longer than uſual, 
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| N Y | 
F böpe; the importance of the fabje& will 
render you attentive and patient hearers. For 
3 tuſt, this reflexion will have no = 
weight with many of you, What ſhall T 
anſwer my almighty Judge and Lord, when 
I ftand before his awful tribunal, ar that day, : 
if I am not the Chriſtian which I profeſs to 
be, if I do not the things. which I acknow-_ 
| ledge my duty, and for which I daily-prays?” 
This diſcourſe too will have another ufe, in 
ff,ully ſatisfying you , that thoſe points which I 
have ſo often and earneſtly preſſed upon your 
hearts from hence, are the very truths you 
all profeſs to believe; the very things for 
which we jointly pray; the very doctriges of 
that church whereof we boaſt cares l., 
bers—And may the Spirit“ of God ſables 
words and labours for your ſakes, that-the 
-many friendſhips and kindnefles I receive a- 
mongſt you in tem poral things, may be richly 
repaid i in an abundance of ſpiritual bleſſings, 
to the everlaſting good and Slory of your 
Fry [ | 
Our Liturgy is founded-v apon that whereon 


Melton is founded, the Kabaoledge and 


.Confeſſiin of our loft and finful eftate. And 
thereſore it beings well with ſeveral ſelect 


. paſſages of ſacred Scripture, * movin us o 
acknowledge and confeſs our manffold Hs 


and wickedneſs, and that we ſheuld not di- 


"i 


4 2 ax 


feſs them with an /umbly, lowly, penitent, 2 


Fi 


6 

Y FJ 
ſemble hor. cloke them before the face of als 
mighty. God our heavenly, Father, but con- 


obedient teart ;, to the end that we may: 
forgiveneſs of 1 the ſame, * his infinite bers. 
neſs and mercy.” „ fo af amd 
_ Accordingly, Wwe unite, It in 1 of 
our ſins to almighty. God, acknowledging 
with St. Paul, that in us, that is, in our fleſh*, 
{our old man, our corrupt nature] duellath n 
good thing: in that, 1ſt. We have -erred. 


. and, ſtrayed from the ways of God like loſt 


ſheep. 2. That we have followed too much 
the. devices, and deſires of our oπn hearts. 
3. That we have offended againſt his holy 


55 4. That we have left undone thoſe 
min 


ings. which we ought to have done; and 
Mt we have done we nt 


8 no alen in us 2 ad an in our 


corrupt nature, but that from the fate. of tur 
foot even unto the head, there is no _ſoundueſs ih 


it, but.. wounds, and bruiſes, and. putrifying © 


fares f. As we go on, we confeſs that we 


have anclenm faite, and beg of God to make 


them clean, as He only can do it. O Gad 
male clean our hearts. within, uc. We profeſt 


| ourſelves to be in the blindneſs and darkne(s 


Sh fin, and beg of God eren Aarlngſi. 


em. vii. 188 * Hiob i. 1. bebe . 
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5 the Litany we conſeſsourſelves milrath ; 
Ennert, and intreat the Lord to have. mercy 
upon 1, over and over, We there beſeech | 
our Lord Chrift not to remember nor to take 
vengeance as well of the offences of our fore- 
fathers, as of our own; and pray to be de- 
livered from all our fins, from blindneſs of 
heart, pride, envy, hatred, and every bitter 
fruit of the old, evil and corrupt ſtock. "As * 
fanners we beſeech God to hear us. — We beg, 
not 70 be dealt with after our fins, nor rewarded 
after our imquities, — We defire God to turn 
from us all thoſe evils which we moſt r5gh- 
| Zeouſly have deſerved, and TY to — | 
upon our infirmities.“ | 
Thus we confeſs our manifold infulgeſy 
before God; our loſt eſtate, our utter dif- 
obedience, and the impoſſibility of en 
any thing, but by the mercy and forgiveneſs 
of a gracious and pardoning God: and how, 
my brethren, can it be poſſible, that any 
Chriſtian who joins in theſe confeſſions and 
prayers to God, ſhould ever ſtand upon his 
own merit, ſhould ever deny his loſt and 
fallen eſtate, ſhould ever . of the impoſ- 
fibility of an acceptance with God, ſave only 
by the blood and merits of Feſtus Chrift 2—But 
who ſhall dare to make theſe confeſſions, and | 
thus to approach the throne of an all-feeing 
God with a notorious falſnood in his mouth, 


neither bn” 


(9 I : 
neither knowing, feeling, nor-lamenting the 
miſery and danger of that deſperate finfulneſs 
and iniquity which. he thus in word acknow- | 
| ledges, but in deed. denies; -before-the moſt 

High ? Oh, conſider that there is no trifling 
with this moſt high God, this great, all-ſee- 
ing, and almighty Judge: But from thy own 
mouth, from theſe thy own words and con- 
feſſions, he will judge and condemn thee, 
miſerable ſinner, Who lamenting thy ſins in 
word, and praying to be delivered from them, 
ſtill retaineſt thoſe ſins which thou confeſſeſt, 
ſtill eontinueſt in that iniquĩty and evil aecord- 
. ing to which thou deſireſt God not to deal | 
with and reward then 
Thus muſt the mouth of every man be 
" | Roppeg.— —But when we look to the confeſſion 
of ſins in our communion- ſervice, how ſhould 
it alarm every heart, humble us before God, 
and cauſe us in the deepeſt manner to deplore 
that fin wherein we were conceived, and 
which, like a leproſy, hath ſpatted over all 
our foul l. For there with our voices lifted 
up ? to the almighty God and Father of our 
Lord Feu Chret, Maker of all things, Judge 
of all men, We acknowlettge and bewail: our 
- manifold fins and wickedneſs; which we from 
chimeito time moſt grie rouſſy / have committed 
by thought; award, and: deed, cagumit his divine 
"By 7 n 75 * 1 


ety. : oY 
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* 0 4 | 
and indignation againſt us. We profeſs ear- 
neſtly to repent, to be 44 1 ſorry for theſe 


our miſdoings: we declare 


| bly intreat our moſt merciful Father, to have 


mercy upon us, for his Son our Lord Jeſus 


 Chrift's fake, — to forgive us all that is paſt, 


and to enable us, for the future, to ſerve and 


pleaſe him in newneſs of life.“ 


Wbo, my brethren, that comes to this a- | 
cred table, "will ever after ſuch a confeſſion 


talk of their goodneſs, or dare to think highly 


of themſelves? Can words be pen'd more 


ſtrong, or can any expreſſions ſpeak more em- 


phatically the contrition and humilitation of 


the ſinner before an almighty Judge ?: Let 


us not preſume to take them in our mouths, 


nor confeſs that we have been grievouſly wicked 


in thought, in word, and in deed, unleſs we 
have well examined and judged curſetves, that 


ſo we may not be judged of the. Lord, unleſs 


we are firmly reſolved to lead a new life, and 
to ſeek in true repentance and faith for * 5 


u acceptance through Jg, Chrift. ' 


Which is the IId branch of / doctrine, a 
- aur Liturgy: eminently. teaches,: and that we 


Profeſs to believe: for praying to God . 


have mercy upon us miſerable offenders, we - 
requeſt: BOS gh! . * ry 
$88 | ene =P 


at the remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us, that the 
burden of them is intolerable; and fo, hum- 


K | 
Faults ts; to reflore them that art penitent ac 
cording to his promiſes declared unto man- 
kind in Chrift Feſu our Lord.“ And, as the 
foundation of all Chriſtian comfort, we are 
told, (oh, that we may all hear with the ear 
of faith!) That, He hath given power and 
commandment to his miniſters, to nn 


and pronunce to his people, being penitent, 

the abſolution'and remiſion of their ſins: that, 
He pardoneth and abſolveth all them that; ity 
zruly repent ; and 2dly, unfeignedly believehis 
holy Goſpel.” Wherefore we pray to him to 
give us this repentance, and to endue us with. 
the grace of the holy Spirit, &c, And upon' 
the confeſſion and — hereof all our 
ſervice is built, in 2ioh, our Creeds} or the 


ſhort ſummaries of our faith, are jointly. re- 
peated by-us all; fo that we can never, with 
cout a manifeſt ſhock to our conſcience, re- 
peat thoſe Creeds in the preſence of God, and 
deny the great truths of the Goſpel, which! 
— as eat a * Trini may rac 

| nitgen# l B en Son, 
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* Ney indeed, 28 we Fay to your” Perſon of chis ſacred. 
Trinity t have mercy upon us, miſerable ſinners; ſo do we ad- 
dreſs them jointly, Oh holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, three 
Herſons aud ane God, have mercyaipon us, miſerable fm. Thus 
to pray to and not believe in this Trinity, is Idolatry indeed: 
St. Taba, in his iſt Epiſtle, ch v. 20. having aſſerted the Di-- 
vinity of our Saviour in the ſtrongeſt Terms, adds yery remark-- 


ably, Little Children, keep yourſelves from Idols. **We are in Him TY 


EM es. even in his bag Jeſus — pro; eri 9 
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San, and Holy Ghoſt; of the death, reſur- 
rection and aſcenſion of Faſiss Chiriſt for us; 
—of the aſſiſting grace of the Spirit, the 
communion of ſaints, the reſurrection of the 
body, and the life everlaſting: Through 
which, we pray to God to hear and accept us 
penitent figners, for ſake and merits of his 
ſon Fas. Chrift ; — wherein we intreat the 
Lamb of God; that taketh. away the fins of the 
world, to have mercy upun un. Mercifully to. 
forgive us our ſins; and in every ſtate of life, 
as well as in the honr of death and day of 
judgment, by his ſufferings and glories, we 
earneſtly; implore and ſtrongly 3 
this good Lord to deliver u. | 
We deſire God. "Whoſe: nature and, got | 
perty is ever to have mere and to forgive, to: 
looſe us from the chains of our ſins for the 


honou af Feſus Ci Ncourimediaton and ad vo- 


gate. And as we. than and bleſs our 


beavenly father for'ouncreation, preſervation, 


and all the bleffings of this life; ſo above alb 
fore his ineſtimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Fefus Chrift ; for the 
means of g — and for rhe BORE of ger 


KE 
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true God, and: eternal Life. ictle Children, c. 
Stop aftet, Jeſs .Chrift, in e e neee, 
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I | ads alone are * obtained to us by: and 
| through Him. And in the communion ſer- 


1 -  _ vice; we profeſs to approach the bleſſed table, 

; e e truly and earneſtly repenting of our ſins, 

5 and drawing near with faith: Upon which . 
, | conditions we believe and expect to have N 
kb mercy, pardon and deliverance from all our 

5 bns, at the hands of God, who hath Pro- 

TH miſed forgiveneſs. of ſins, to all that with - - | 
1 | hearty. repentance and true faith turm unte 

1 him. Nay. we deſire his merey to beſhewed 
1 upon us as we have faith; as we d put our truſt <2 
3 mn in. Who then without this hodrty re- | 
5 pentance and this true faith: ſhall ever dare to 

5 hope for acceptance witłk God? and if we are 

E denn. wanting herein, how dreadfully 3 again 93 
5 ſhall we be judged and condemned out of burt 
1 own mouths ;-with which we requeſt God't& 1 
5 reſtore us that are penitefit, when we never 

ri : think of leaving off one ſin; and that, «ac 

N cording to his promiſes in fu Chrif — in . 

bv whom we do not believe, when we do ner 

F live accordin g to his law? Moreover, in ohe 

> of our colle&s we deſire of God to grant; that 


we may ſo: perfettly and-without doubt" believe 
in his Son g efus Chr: , that our Faith may ne- 


— | ver be m in his. e Andi in another "» 
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2 Collect for st. Themas the Apoſtle. 1 fe + 
acknowledge, 
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cw) | 
acknowledge; © That God has gie chi b his 
ſon to die for our ſins, and to riſe again for our 
juſtification , to this end or purpoſe, which 
is a third eſſential branch of chriſtian doctrine, 
that we may put away the leaven of malice 
and wickedneſs, and always ſerre him in 
pureneſs of living and truth.” 
What then ſhall they do, who e 
of this Church, called by the Name of that 
Lord in whom they thus profeſs to believe as 
the only Redeemer, as dying for their ſins 
and riſing again for their juſtification; to 
whom they pray for pardon of, for deliverance 
from fin, and for grace to lead a life of pure- 
nieſs and holineſs, while yet they are friends 
to ſin, married to the fleſh, ſlaves to the 
world and all its ſinful luſts, pleaſures and paſ- 
ſions? Out of your own mouths, and by your 
own confeſſions, will God judge and condemii 
you, oh ye wicked ſervants, if ye do not 
make haſte to repent, and lead that life which 
ye pray to lead, — (oh ſtrange and miſerable 
blindneſs !) and yet remain fooliſhs lt ;ſobedient, 
deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleafures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
ther t. For obſerve how the joint petitions 
af che church aſcend to the throne of God: 
(Oh, that they were found pure and Per- 


= Collect for firſt * 1 Eaſter. 01 
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our Lord from being an poets and hard mi- 
ter, that, by our own confeſſion, the. [ſervice 


of Chtiſt:is perfect freu. 


I 

fect | the earneſt and ſincere breathings of 
every penitent and contrite heart! Grant, 
O moſt merciful father, for his ſake, that 


we may hereafter live'a godly, righteous, and 
ſober life, to the glory of thy holy name.” In 


which petition'is contained every thing, that 


can be deſired to the perfection of the chriſ- 


tian life ; which we beg may be in and by us 
directed to the glory of God, as its ultimate 
end, both in what we do as to um our neigh- 


_ bour, and ourſelves. But this is not all; we 


requeſt of God daily, (or atleaſt ought to dv 
ſo) * to defend us with his mighty power, 


and to grant that this day we fall into non, 
neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doings may be ordered by his gover- 5 
nance. to do always that is righteous i in his 
Sh lic Mark, theſe are our own petitions; 
from theſe words we muſt judge ourſelves, if 
we do not endeavoür to keep ourſelves thus 
free from ſin, and thus doing righteouſneſs 
| which his grace, as we- mall preſently: ſee, it. 


deſired; will enable us to do; for fo far 5s 


.Qur:titany breathes the moſt earneſt ſpitit 


of ſapplication for the divine gifts and graces | 
of ths holy Ghoſt; and all his precious fruits 


| Ivourtives, And in the Ne n; 5 
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we, in n the ſtrongeſt terms poſſible, <* Beſeech 
our almighty Father to give us that due ſenſe 
of all his mercies, that our hearts may be un- 
feignedly thankful, and that we may .ſhew 
forth his praiſe, not only with our /þs. but in 
our lives, by giving up. ourſelves to his ſervice, 
and by walking before him in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all our days, thro' Feſus Chrif 
our Lord. We defire, at the end of every 
commandment, The Lord to have mercy upon 
us, for our. paſt neglect and omiſſion, and to in- 
cline our hearts to keep this Jaw, for the future. 
All through the collects, we ſend up the ſame 
requeſts to God, for deliverance from ſin and 
for lives of holineſs ; and in the communion 
ſervice as we beg, That God would for 


Chiriſts fake forgive us all that is paſt, ſo we 


. that He would grant us to ſerve and 
pleaſe him in Newneſs of Life, to the honour 
and glory of his name. That our ſinful 
bodies may be made clean, by the bbdy of 
Feſus Chrift, and our.ſouls:wathed: through his 
moſt precious blood, and that we may-ever- 
more dwelb in him, and he in us. Thät: we 
may be filled with his grace and. heavenly 
benediction:“ꝰ Which we are affutted;; that 
ze (hall obtain, if with true penitent hearts 
and lively faith we. reteive that hei ſac ta- 
ment fox then we ſpiritually;aat the flanof 
Chr and drink bis bead +ribem ne dt 
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in Chrift and Chrit*in us, we are one with 
Chrift, and Chriſt with us. Even as our Sa< 
viour himſelf declares, — Abide in me and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itf If 
except it abide 1 in the vine, no more can ye, except. . 
ye. abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches ; he that abideth in me and I in him, the 
Same bringeth forth much fruit: For withouf 
me ye can do nothing *; which is the IVth ef- 
ſential branch of Chriſtianity, whereof L 
chuſe to ſpeak, which is clearly taught in 
our excellent Liturgy, which we all profeſs to 
believe, and in faith of which we pray God: 
to give us his Holy Spirit; to give unto us (as: 
we cannot have it otherwiſe than as a free git 
that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding ; the 
peculiar gift || of Chriſt, and the certain fruit 8 7 
of the Spirit dwelling in us: Fo give usa 
heart to love and dread him, and to keep his 
commandments; to give increaſe of grace to 
all his people; to guide and govern us and his 
whole church by his good Spirit; to chanſe 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration f 
Ins holy: Spirit, that we may perfectly love and 
wortkaly magnify his holy name.” We de- 
ſire, © That as being regenerate and made his 
children by WS and yn; we o daily 


* John xv. 4, 5 
John xiii. 27. 
8 Galatians vi. 22. 


GC 
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| be renewed by his holy Spirit.” —Indeedupon 
this particular our very entrance and admit- 


tance into the church is founded, whoſe bap- 
tiſmal ſervice begins with declaring theſe two 
great truths :—1ſt, ** Foraſmuch as all men are 


concerved and born in n; and 2dly, that our 
ſaviour Ci I faith, * None can enter into the 
kingdom of God, except he be regenerate and 


born anew of water. and the holy Ghoſt.” — 


How much then doth it behove us to take 


eſpecial heed, that our ſouls be ſ6 renewed by 


the Holy Ghoſt, as we requeſt they may be; 
that we be ſo born again; ſince our Saviour's 


words declare, that without this new birth, 


this renewal by the Spirit, we can never enter 5 


into the kingdom of heaven 8 


Me confeſs in another collect upon the au- 


thority, of the ſacred ſcriptures,” That all our 


doings are nothing worth without charit Wie 
love] even as our Lord and his apoſtles . — , 
—and therefore we requeſt him, to ſend his 


| Holy Ghaſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt 
excellent gift of love.” If then we do not 
keeps God's commandments, which is the only” 
mark and evidence of love 4, how again, will 
this payer: condemn us? * 


2 John XV. 12. Xiv. 15. I Corinthians xiii, | 


* anther, "i 
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F urther, we BE God, © to make and 
8 in us new and contrite hearts, — we con- 
feſs that we have no power of ourſelves to 
help ourſelves, and therefore deſire him to 
keep us, both outwardly i in our bodies, and 
inwardly in our ſouls. We acknowledge that 
God, by his ſpecial grace preventing Us, doth 
put into our minds good defires! — and we 
Pray, that, by his continual. help, we may 
bring the ſame to good effect: That, by his 
holy inſpiration; we may think thoſe things that 
be good ; and by his merciful guiding may 


perform the ſame;—that by his Holy Spirit we 


may have a right judgment i in all things, and 
evermore rejoice in his holy comfort. That 


we who cannot do any thing that is good iti 


out him, may by him be enabled to live ac- 


cording to his will, through the Spirit ena- 
bling us to think and do always ſuch things as 


be rightful; makin g us continually to be given 


to all good works, andin all things directing 
and ruling our hearts.” Nay we deſire, that 
he would **endue us with the grace of his 


holy Spirit, to amend our lives according to his 


5 holy word; Hand in the communion ſervice, 
e pray our heavenly Father ſo to affiit us 


with his grace, that we may continue in the 
holy fellowſhip of the ſaints, and do all ſuch 


good works as he hath. Prepared for us to 
| Wu in,” 4 
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What then, my brethren, ſhall we fay of 


thoſe, who join in and dare to preſent theſe. 


. prayers to the throne of grace, while they de- T 
ny the power and influence of the bleſſed Spi- 


rit of God; while they eſteem as enthuſiaſ- 
tical, thoſe very truths, which our liturgy ſets 


forth in the ſtrongeſt terms; and while, which 


is at the bottom of all the reſt, an evil heart 


and evil life ſufficiently ſhews that they are 


ſtrangers to the cleanſing, purifying, ſanctify- 


ing graces of that Spirit; by whoſe power 
they beg God nevertheleſs to cleanſe their 


hearts, to direct and guide their thoughts and 
actions; which unclean and impure as they 


are, will be found but ſorry proofs of a Spirit 
of holineſs dwelling in, guiding and influenc- 


ing them? Once more * imagine a ſinner at 
the bar of eternal juſtice, and while his judge 


enquires of him, wherefore he quenched and 
reſiſted by a ſinful life, all the motions of the 
blefſed Spirit, — think, what can he reply ?— 
Out of thine owu mouth will I judge thee, 
thou wicked ſervant,” muſt his Lord fay, 
* Thou didſt confeſs, that without my Grace 


thou couldſt do nothing; thou didſt deſire 


to have the thoughts of thy heart cleanſed 


by my Spirit; and yet when I ſent that ſpirit, 


* 


- when Icall'd to thee by my word, and would 


as have awakened thee from ſin, thou tre- 


. 
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ns fuleait to obey, thou. wouldſt none of ay 5 
counſels, chooling death rather than life ;< 
therefore be it into thee Kang 40 BY mi- 
; ferable: choice. 5 
Thus have I ſelected 1 . from 
ths prayers, which we ourſelves put up 
| God ;—the truths contained in which. Sas 
| neceſſity believe, otherwiſe our prayers are ſin, 
and we are mockers. I have made no mention 
of the Lord's prayer, becauſe it properly be- 
longs to another conſideration; though in it 
s contained the ſum and ſubſtance of what is 


gone before, and of all chriſtianity. To ſhew 


its agreement, according to the heads of doc- 
trine in this diſcourſe, ft, We confeſs | in it, 
aur Ine. and treſpaſſes, deſiring them to be for- 
given, upon condition of .our mutual 
giveneſs. 2. We apply to God as our father, 
which, without faith, we cannot do accepta- 


bly, for without faith it is impgſiblè to pleaſe 
God : And in doing which, we acknow· 


ledge the peace purchaſed by Chri if, who hath : 


reconciled usto God even the father, and ſent the 
Spirit of” adoption into our hearts, es We 
cry, Abba, Father +. 3. We defire that, bis 

name may be hallowed [or ſanctified] in our 
lives and in all our words; that his kingdom f 


| grace and | glory 7 come to us, ood all man- 
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kind ; and that we may all, in pureneſs and * 
en of livin g. do his will here on earth as 


kit ſervants db it in heaven; and to enable us 
Jo to do, we beg of him, 4. To give us day by 


1 day our daily Bread; the conſtant ſupply of 
ais gracious Spirit, to feed and ſupport our 
| ſouls; which, if we ſeek firſt, we are aſſured 

that food and all earthly things ſhall not be 

wanting unto us * : and this grace and Spirit 

aſſiſting us, we pray, as for ſupport, ſo for de- 

liverance from temptation and the power of 
the evil one, our ſpiritual and deadly enemy. 

I It would be very eaſy to ſelect from our Li- 

_ turgy petitions confirming every. point of 

chriſtian doctrine; and it would be as eaſy to 

confirm, in return, every paſſage (as well 

thoſe here ſelected, as the reſt) by texts of 

4 | ſcripture, and authors of the greateſt eminence 

in the church of England; a work which 

might not be without its uſefulneſs, but which 

is far beyond the compaſs of a ſingle ſermon, 

I have ſatisfied myſelf therefore with theſe 

four main pillars of the chriſtian Faith, fo 

* ſtrongly built up in our liturgy.---1ſt, The 

EY doctrine of the univerſal fin and miſery of 

man. 2. His free and full redemption there- 

from by repentance and faith in our Lord e- 
fu Chriſt. 3. The fruits and effects thereof 

ſhewn i in a life of love and holineſs, and 4. 

1 by. | 
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8 The abſolute inability of man to. receive this 


5 


bleſſing, otherwiſe than by the grace and aſ- 
5 fitance * God's holy Spirit: --- And theſe, 
doctrines will be found to contain all the reſt: 

Theſe ſhew us our ſtate, and the way to fal- 


vation; theſe (in the words of the Liturgy) ) 
| ſafficiently prevent us from truſting i in our 


| own. righteouſneſs.” Theſe muſt convince; 


us, how unworthy we are, through our 
manifold ſins and offences, to offer any ſacri- 


fice unto God, who yet is well pleaſed with 
| our imperfect, though bounden duty and ſer- 
vice; 3 whom we can only approach, as truſt- 
ing in his manifold and great mercies, and as 
requeſting him not to weigh our merits, but 
to pardon our offences, through Fe/us nil 
our Lord. 


I will treſpaſs upon your patience but a few, 


f minutes longer, juſt to obſerve, how much; 


we mould prize this excellent ſervice of our 


church, which i is thus pure in its doctrines, f 


thus ſound in its precepts.: And how we. 


ſhould be inflamed to ardent, earneſt devotion, | 


by: prayers compoſ, ed with ſuch a remarkable 
agreement to ſeripture, with ſuch a ſpirit and 
energy of expreſſion, that we may pronounce. 
them every thing but inſpired: The com- 
poſers and compilers of which excellent. ſen⸗ 


vice, moſt of them, after many and grievous, 
; be 8 ee felled | its Ne with oy blond TY 
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_« And (to uſe the words of + an "ables ee 5 
who fhall dare to violate this book, which 0 
many confeſſors have ſigned, To many martyrs” 
in our land have haltowed with their blood?” 
How ſhall: we call them martyrs if we deny 
their faith? How hall we celebrate their - 
victory, if we diſlike their cauſe ? If we be- 3 
lieve them to be crowned, why ſhall we deny 
that they trove lawfully ? ? $6 that if they, dy- 
ing in atteſtation of this book, were martyrs, . 
why do we condemn the book for which they” 
died? If we will not call then martyrs, it is 
cleat, we have changed dur religion fince. 
then; and tien it ſhould be conſidered Whi- 
ther we are fallen ? The reformers of king 
Egward's time died for ir: In queen Elza- 
beth's time they avowed it under the protec- 
t t:ton of an excellent princeſs; but in the ſad 
itmrterval of queen Mary s reign it ſuffered] per- | 
ſeecution: And it is butanunhandfome com. 


Runner for reformers-to be unlike 1p en bre. 


1 


5 do the Papifts nd oy to [peak great v Werds ä 
|- againſt them. And it will be ſad to live We, 
| agethatwilldifivowking Eduard's and queen 
- Elizabeth religion and were rof worthipp ping, 
3 God and 1 in am age that filr do as did qu h lech 


Mary's biſhops, reje&t and contemn te Fo 
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i Biſhop Jeremy Taylor s Perface to his _ . 
_”_ and Set Forms of Liturgy. 8 + 


c prayer and the reli ion contained in rs 33 


tal 


God grant, we may never live to ſee ſuch x 


an age, but rejoice from generation to genera- 
tion in the full and free poſſeſſion of this ineſ- 


timable blefling ! Vet let us remember, my 
brethren, and deeply fix it in our hearts, that 


being members of ſuch a church, and ſharers / 5 
in ſuch a ſervice, will but enhance our com- 


demnation, if we live not as we profeſs to be- 
lieve; ſince the ders of the word, and not ie 
learert only, are juſtifed befor Ood. Since; 


without Works, is like the body without breath, a a 


| dead and lifeleſs maſs'*. . Nt ne 


And to examine a little, whether we db i in- 


desd ſo live as we profeſs, whether we ſnew 
forth God's praiſe i in our lives, as well as with 
our lips let us aſk, Vou confeſs | your- 
ſelves ſinners; — (Nay, but ſome man may 
ſtop me and "hh «« I do not confeſs, — oi 
ſuch. I am clear from this condemnation 

which you ſpeak of from the prayers 3: for 
ess I come to church, I never ſay theſe 
prayers, I never kneel to this God, I neyer lift 
up my heart tohim, my eyes and thoughts' are 
differently employed mean while.“ — Alas, 


vile pretence! then ſo much the more doſt 


thou condemn thyſelf, notorious and baſt hy- 
pocrite j for by baptiſm thou waſt made thẽ 
property of Chriſt; thou belongeſt to him, _ 
| 75 W art his n! ws creation and redem= 
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thee with a price 


nion. He hath purchaſed 

ſter ſoever thou nnd ene aſſured 
he will reckon very ſtrictly with thee; he will 

call thee to a very exact account: And until 


thou becomeſt wholly apoſtate, ſeparateſt thy- 


ſelt fromhis church intirely, and joineſt thyſelf 


to the ſynagogue of the Jeu or the moſque of 


the Makhowetans, thou beareſt « part in ber 


Jay, and if thou doſt leave the. church of 
Chrift, thou canſt nat be ſaved, for there is ſal- 
vation in no other d. 80 that, poor ſinner, thou 
art miſerably beſet ; there is no flying from 
death, from God, and from judgment; no 


r 1 Fre" leave thy ſins and be 
holy; - and with this ſolemn truth I will leave 


thee, intreating God to lift up the light of his 
merciful love on the darkneſs of thy benight- 


\ 


ed heart, )—You confeſs yourſelves ſinners be- 


fore God; grievous, Un: Ong, blind, 
and ſpotted finners; without any heal 

faculty of your ſouls, without any:good thing 
_ dwelling in your fleſh z--you — b | 


tolerable : but does your heart go with your 


lips do ye indeed feel and lament, What 


theſe words expreſs if ye do not, theſe very 
words condemn you! you give a lie to the 
ſearcher of hearts, and with impudent bold- 
neſs confeſs and tell to him what you know 
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eat and ineſtimable: And how auftere a ma- 


yers, and thoſe prayers will condemn thee. 


in any 


| chat your 
ins are grie vous to you, the burden of them in- 


V 


- from this danger! and let che 205 dy it above 


Fouls, not afraid as they are, 
_ thus tolieuntothe almighty ſearcherof hearts, 

You profels to repent, —. 
cui do you wiſh. cken 
tance, do ydu deſire hearty faith Þ—If you 
yourſelves you cannot but defire fo 
nce that alone can bri you 
ſo ſave you from your n : but toſs 
words are only the fruit of the lips ; == take 
heed, once more I warn e own mouth 
| condemneth thee. 


Yon fro 


Tou pray to lead ad « god teowe and ſober 
Ve to they Ry lory then the 
end an your 8 Do you intend 


bour 


Mi in all you do, towards him, your n 


and yourſelf? or rather, do u never think at 
all ereof, but intend and act as your own 


WE luſt, intereſt or caprice dires?—Oh 
| thou wicked ſervant, who thus injureſt thy 


Lord and thyſelf ! theſe thy own words, 
Grant, Omoſt merciful Father, for his ſake,” 
that I may hereafter live godly, righteous 


and ſober life,” will be bitter 9 thee at 


the day of ſad aceount.— Sinner, they Will x 


ſtrike thee ſpeechleſs before God: Oh, that 
now they might be found powerful to awaken 


thy ſoul, bes: to drive thee to that ſpirit of | 


grace and comfort, by whoſe aid and 2 


tion n alone we all acknowled ge ourlelyes ena- 
ble 
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bled to think, to act and live a life agreeableto 
God.—Oh, that thou wouldſt ſeriouſly lay 
theſe things to heart, and be moved by theſe 
terrors to ſeek for the loving-Kindneſ of the 


do 


Lord. For what ſhall it profit thee to hold 
_ out, to loſe thy own ſoul, though thou couldſt 


gain the whole world? what ſhall it profit thee 
to deſpiſe the long- ſuffering, the mercy and 


forbearanceof thy God and Saviour, not no- 


ing, not applying that knowledge to thy eter- 
nal advantage; that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
thee to repentance ? Oh, that we may none of 
us be found deſpiſers of his goodneſs and love, 
quenching the kindly admonitions of his Spi- 


rit, rejecting his holy and heavenly motions ;_ 


--- but that we may gladly welcome him into 
all our hearts, give up our ſouls to his divine 
ruidance, and by his bleſſed influence be 

found ſuch happy improvers of the talents 
intruſted to our cherge, as to hear from our 
almighty Judge and King, Well done thou 
good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things, enter thou into the 
Joy of thy Lord!” 151 1 
Which divine voice, that we may all hear, 


. grant bleſſed Father for the ſake of Feſus 


Chri/t, thy beloved Son, and our moſt loving 


Saviour. Amen m5 25 
1 


